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1 See References in Text note below. 

the functions of the Under Secretary for Federal Emer-
gency Management relating thereto, to the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, see section 315(a)(1) 
of Title 6, Domestic Security. 

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, including the functions of the Director of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency relating thereto, 
to the Secretary of Homeland Security, and for treat-
ment of related references, see former section 313(1) and 
sections 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 
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§ 1601. Congressional findings and declaration of 
policy 

Congress finds and declares that— 

(a) there is an immediate need for a fair and 
just settlement of all claims by Natives and 
Native groups of Alaska, based on aboriginal 
land claims; 

(b) the settlement should be accomplished 
rapidly, with certainty, in conformity with 
the real economic and social needs of Natives, 
without litigation, with maximum participa-
tion by Natives in decisions affecting their 
rights and property, without establishing any 
permanent racially defined institutions, 
rights, privileges, or obligations, without cre-
ating a reservation system or lengthy ward-
ship or trusteeship, and without adding to the 
categories of property and institutions enjoy-
ing special tax privileges or to the legislation 
establishing special relationships between the 
United States Government and the State of 
Alaska; 

(c) no provision of this chapter shall replace 
or diminish any right, privilege, or obligation 
of Natives as citizens of the United States or 
of Alaska, or relieve, replace, or diminish any 
obligation of the United States or of the State 
or Alaska to protect and promote the rights or 
welfare of Natives as citizens of the United 
States or of Alaska; the Secretary is author-
ized and directed, together with other appro-
priate agencies of the United States Govern-
ment, to make a study of all Federal programs 
primarily designed to benefit Native people 
and to report back to the Congress with his 
recommendations for the future management 
and operation of these programs within three 
years of December 18, 1971; 

(d) no provision of this chapter shall con-
stitute a precedent for reopening, renegotiat-
ing, or legislating upon any past settlement 
involving land claims or other matters with 
any Native organizations, or any tribe, band, 
or identifiable group of American Indians; 

(e) no provision of this chapter shall effect a 
change or changes in the petroleum reserve 
policy reflected in sections 7421 through 7438 1 
of title 10 except as specifically provided in 
this chapter; 

(f) no provision of this chapter shall be con-
strued to constitute a jurisdictional act, to 
confer jurisdiction to sue, nor to grant implied 
consent to Natives to sue the United States or 
any of its officers with respect to the claims 
extinguished by the operation of this chapter; 
and 

(g) no provision of this chapter shall be con-
strued to terminate or otherwise curtail the 
activities of the Economic Development Ad-
ministration or other Federal agencies con-
ducting loan or loan and grant programs in 
Alaska. For this purpose only, the terms ‘‘In-
dian reservation’’ and ‘‘trust or restricted In-
dian-owned land areas’’ in Public Law 89–136, 
the Public Works and Economic Development 
Act of 1965, as amended [42 U.S.C. 3121 et seq.], 
shall be interpreted to include lands granted 
to Natives under this chapter as long as such 
lands remain in the ownership of the Native 
villages or the Regional Corporations. 

(Pub. L. 92–203, § 2, Dec. 18, 1971, 85 Stat. 688.) 
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